
 

 

 
MINUTES OF A CABINET MEETING 

Council Chamber - Town Hall 
Wednesday, 4 October 2023  

(7.30  - 8.05 pm) 
 

 
 

Present: 
Councillor Ray Morgon (Leader of the Council), Chairman 
 

 
 Cabinet Member responsibility: 

Councillor Keith Darvill Lead Member for Climate Change 

Councillor Gillian Ford Lead Member for Adults and Health 

Councillor Oscar Ford Lead Member for Children and 
Young People 

Councillor Paul McGeary Lead Member for Housing 

Councillor Paul Middleton Lead Member for Corporate, Culture 
and Leisure Services 

Councillor Barry Mugglestone Lead Member for Environment 

Councillor Christopher Wilkins Lead Member for Finance and 
Transformation 

Councillor Graham Williamson Lead Member for Development and 
Regeneration 

 
 
121 ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
Members were advised of the Fire Safety procedures in the Council 
Chamber. 
 

122 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

123 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST  
 
There were no disclosures of interest. 
 

124 MINUTES  
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th September 2023, were agreed as 
a correct record and the Chair signed them. 
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125 EXTENSION OF ROMFORD TOWN CENTRE PUBLIC SPACE 
PROTECTION ORDER  
 
Report: Extension of Romford Town Centre Public Space Protection 
Order 
 
The report was presented by Councillor Barry Mugglestone, Cabinet 
Member - Environment 
 
Romford Town Centre has a vibrant and busy daytime/night-time economy 
with many licenced premises within the town centre selling alcohol and 
alcohol related products to local residents, businesses, members of the 
public and visitors. 
 
Previously, alcohol related nuisance was dealt with under the Romford 
Town Centre Drinks Banning Order (DPPO), which covers a smaller area of 
the town centre. The Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 
required that this was converted into a Public Space Protection Order - 
PSPO. 
 
With the introduction of the Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) 
legislation, Police and partners of the Local Authority wished to introduced a 
method of enforcement against alcohol related nuisance. The existence of 
the legislation and introduction of the PSPO specifically in this area means 
the Police now have the power to approach, advise, warn and seize alcohol, 
or otherwise disperse offenders which in turn removes the related 
congregation and subsequent nuisance. As a last resort the Police and 
authorised officers can issue a fixed penalty notice or even instigate a 
prosecution for breach of the PSPO, however, the threat of this usually sees 
compliance and as a result no FPNs have needed to be issued.  
 
The Current PSPO was introduced in September 2017 and extended in 
October 2020. Romford Town Centre remains a hotspot for Crime and 
Disorder and continues to require the additional powers provided by the 
PSPO to tackle alcohol related offending. 
 
Romford Town has a dedicated Town Centre team who are very proactive 
in tackling crime and disorder such as offences of knife crime during the day 
and disorder associated with the night-time economy but can only do so 
much and resources are at times stretched. If the PSPO was lifted this 
would without doubt place an even bigger burden on the team and the 
emergency services as a whole including an increase in call volumes. 
 
With the above in mind, Community Safety is seeking to continue a PSPO 
for Romford Town Centre for an additional 3 years (October 2026), to 
provide continued methods of controlling alcohol related nuisance. 
 
The Cabinet, approved:  
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 The Extension of the Romford Town Centre, Public Space Protection 
Order with the proposed publication and notification of the Public Space 
Protection Order and the associated conditions below: 

 
o Persons must not be in possession of an open container of 

alcohol in a public place within the Alcohol Control Area (except 
on licensed premises);  

 
o Persons must not consume alcohol in a public place within the 

Alcohol Control Area (except on licensed premises);  
 

 the procurement, replacement and display of appropriate signage 
 

126 BUDGET MONITORING REPORT - PERIOD 4 JULY 2023 AND MTFS 
FINANCE UPDATE  
 
Report Title: Budget Monitoring Report - Period 4 July 2023 and MTFS 
Finance Update 
 
This update was presented by Councillor Chris Wilkins, Cabinet Member 
for Finance & Transformation. 
 
This report sets out the monitoring position of the Council for 2023/24, 
based on figures to period 4 (31st July). 
 
The Cabinet: 
 
Noted the revenue and Capital financial positions at Period 4 as contained 
within the report. 
 
Noted the progress towards setting the 2024/25 budget as contained within the 
report  
 
Noted the Quarter 1 Capital Programme update as contained within the report.  
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127 PROVISIONAL ITEM: REQUISITION OF EXECUTIVE DECISION: 
ACCEPTANCE OF £6.3M FUNDING FROM THE GLA REFUGEE 
HOUSING PROGRAMME  
 
Provisional Item: Requisition of Executive Decision: Acceptance of £6.3m 
funding from the GLA Refugee Housing Programme 
 
Discussion not required. 
 
Following the Overview & Scrutiny Board of 27th September the requisition 
of the Key Executive Decision for acceptance of £6.3m funding from the 
GLA Refugee Housing Programme was NOT UPHELD by unanimous 
decision. 
 
The Key Decision can now proceed as proposed. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Chairman 
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