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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF A LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 

25 January 2011 (10.30am – 10.43am) 
 

Present:   
  

COUNCILLORS:   
Conservative Peter Gardner (Chairman) 
 Frederick Thompson 

 Lynden Thorpe 
  
  

 
Mrs Sandy Castle for the applicant, Mr Chris Rees-Gay applicant 
solicitor. The Licensing Officer, Mr Paul Jones, the legal advisor and the 
clerk to the Sub-Committee were also in attendance.  

 

The Chairman advised those present of action to be taken in the event of 
emergency evacuation of the Town Hall becoming necessary. 
 

 
 
PREMISES 
Fatling & Firkin  
109 High Street  
Hornchurch 
RM11 1TX 
 
 
DETAILS OF APPLICATION 
 
Application to vary a premises licence made under section 34 of the Licensing 
Act 2003 (“the Act”). 
 
APPLICANT  
TCG Pubs Ltd 
Regus House 
Windmill Hiil Business Park 
Whitehill Way 
Swindon 
SN5 6QR 
 
1. Details of existing licensable activities  
 
The premises currently hold a Premises Licence that permitted the following 
licensable activities: 
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Live music, recorded music, provision of facilities  for making music, 
provision of facilities for dancing and supply of a lcohol. 

 
Day   Start   Finish 

 Monday  11:00hrs  23:00hrs 
 Tuesday  11:00hrs  23:00hrs 
 Wednesday  11:00hrs  23:30hrs 
 Thursday  11:00hrs  23:00hrs 
 Friday   11:00hrs  00:00hrs 
 Saturday  11:00hrs  00:00hrs 
 Sunday  11:00hrs  23:00hrs 
 

Late night refreshment 
 

Day   Start   Finish 
 Monday  23:00hrs  23:30hrs 
 Tuesday  23:00hrs  23:30hrs 
 Wednesday  23:00hrs  23:30hrs 
 Thursday  23:00hrs  23:30hrs 
 Friday   23:00hrs  00:30hrs 
 Saturday  23:00hrs  00:30hrs 
 Sunday  23:00hrs  23:30hrs 
 
  
2. Details of requested licensable activities  
 
 

Live music, recorded music, provision of facilities  for making music, provision 
of facilities for dancing and supply of alcohol  

Day Start Finish 
Monday - Thursday 09:00hrs 23:00hrs 
Friday - Sunday 0900hrs 00:00hrs 
Late Night Refreshment: 
Sunday 23:00hrs 00:30hrs 

 
Non-standard timings:  
 
The applicant had also applied to permit the licensable activities detailed to be 
provided from the end of permitted hours on New Year’s Eve to the start of 
permitted hours on New Year’s Day. 
 
The application also sought to remove the following conditions from the 
licence: 
 
Private entertainment condition (alcohol) 
No restriction on hours for pre-booked private events limited to the provision of 
music and dance for pre booked invited guests. 
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3. Promotion of the Licensing Objectives  
 
The applicant acted in accordance with regulations 25 and 26 of The 
Licensing Act 2003 (Premises Licences and Club Premises Certificates) 
Regulations 2005 relating to the advertising of the application.  The required 
public notice was placed in the Yellow Advertiser on 8 December 2010.   
 
 
4. Details of Representations  
 
Valid representations may only address the four licensing objectives. 
 
There was one representation against this application from an interested party. 
The interested party’s representation against the application was based on the 
prevention of public nuisance licensing objective. The representation alleged 
that noise pollution emanated from the premises. 
 
Since the Licensing Act 2003 came into force in November 2005, the Havering 
Noise team had received no complaint with regard to noise nuisance at the 
premises. Condition 5 on the current premise licence addresses the 
requirement of the licence holder to monitor noise levels at the premises.  
 
Responsible Authorities 
 
Chief Officer of Metropolitan Police (“the Police”) : None 
 

London Fire & Emergency Planning Authority (“LFEPA” ): None. 
 

Health & Safety Enforcing Authority : None. 
 

Planning Control & Enforcement:  None. 
 

Public Health : None 
 

Children & Families Service : None 
 

Trading Standards Service : None 
 

The Magistrates Court : None 
 
 
5. Determination of Application 
 
Decision 
 
Consequent upon the hearing held on 25 January 2011 , the Sub-
Committee’s decision regarding the application to v ary a Premises 
Licence for the Fatling & Firkin was as set out bel ow, for the reasons 
shown:  
 

The Sub-Committee was obliged to determine this application with a view to 
promoting the licensing objectives, which are: 

• The prevention of crime and disorder  

• Public safety  
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• The prevention of public nuisance  

• The protection of children from harm 
 

In making its decision, the Sub-Committee also had regard to the Guidance 
issued under Section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 and Havering’s Licensing 
Policy. 
 

In addition, the Sub-Committee took account of its obligations under s17 of the 
Crime and Disorder Act 1998, and Articles 1 and 8 of the First Protocol of the 
Human Rights Act 1998. 
 
Agreed Facts  
Facts/Issues   
 Whether the granting of the premises licence would undermine the 

licensing objectives. 
  
  
 The written representation by the resident detailed that she had 

resided at the address for almost 5 years and the noise pollution from 
the premises had become increasingly worse to the extent that on 
most nights it was intolerable. That during the summer it was a 
nightmare as windows were opened to increase ventilation which led 
to an increase in noise level. That the noise was as a direct result of 
the music and associated drinking, smoking and fighting outside of the 
premises and on the pavement. The representation also included 
information that 2 children aged13 years and 15 months were both 
becoming increasingly sensitive to the noise from the premises which 
was situated across the road to her flat approximately 15 yards. 
 
In reply the applicant’s representative made the following submissions 
to the sub committee: 

� That Ms Castle was BII qualified and had been in the trade for 
about 21 years of which the last 13 years had been managing 
this premises.  

� That she resided 2 nights on the premises in the above flat.  
� That training of staff was documented, and regularly carried out 

at the premises.  
� The premises had no record of any compliant in the last four 

and half years, it was also mentioned that the premises had a 
contact phone number for any noise complaints well displayed 
outside the premises.  

� That Ms Castle chaired the Hornchurch Pub watch which was 
highly regarded in Essex.  

� That the premises operated a Challenge 25 policy, had a non-
competitive pricing scheme on drinks. Vertical drinking was not 
encouraged, and the premises employ door staff. 

� That Ms Castle made contact with the objector to resolve the 
issues raised in the representations but this was not 
conclusive.  

� That this application was a minor application to bring the 
Sunday operation in line with Friday and Saturday. The 
premises had previously operated these hours on Sunday by 
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way of non-standard timings, without complaint. 
� The variation application largely dealt with extra hours in the 

morning. The representation focussed on nights, so was largely 
unrelated. 

� There are conditions on the license dealing with public safety 
and the protection of children. 

 
 

 
Having considered the written representations and oral responses, the Sub-
Committee was satisfied that the applicant had addressed all the issues 
raised.  
 
The Sub-Committee stated that in arriving at this decision, it took into 
consideration the licensing objectives as contained in the Licensing Act 2003, 
the Licensing Guidelines as well as Havering Council’s Licensing Policy. 
 
The Sub-Committee granted the application in full. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

…………………….. 
 

  CHAIRMAN 
 

Date: ……………… 2011 
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